
Reading #1: To be read by Debbie Stewart
 

“A Prayer for the Animals”  by Albert Schweitzer 

Hear our humble prayer, O God, for our friends the 
animals,

especially for animals who are suffering;
for animals that are overworked, underfed and cruelly 

treated;
for all wistful creatures in captivity that beat their wings 

against bars;
for any that are hunted or lost or deserted or frightened or 

hungry;
for all that must be put death.

We entreat for them all Thy mercy and pity,
and for those who deal with them we ask a heart of 

compassion 
and gentle hands and kindly words.

Make us, ourselves, to be true friends to animals, 
and so to share the blessings of the merciful.



Reading #2: To be read by Dr. Mike Strickland 

“Go Faithful Friends” by Cindy Cummins

Go faithful friends your lives have found their ending.
Across the Bridge you’ve traveled now to rest.
You touched our hearts with gentle love unspoken.
The times we shared, now memories truly blest.

Go faithful friends in peace and joy you travel now.
Your spirits soaring free from earthly pain.
A life well lived my faithful true companion.
Sleep now in heaven’s light until we meet again.

Go faithful friends forgive us if we grieve you.
A part of us went with you when you left.
And when the tears pass to a fond remembrance,
The thought of you will bring a smile, my friend.

Go faithful friends in peace and joy you travel now.
Your spirits soaring free from earthly pain.
A life well lived my faithful true companion.
Sleep now in heaven’s light until we meet again.
followed by: Our blessing for Cindy:

“What is dying?” by Bishop Charles Henry Brent 

A ship sails and I stand watching till she fades on the horizon and 
someone at my side says, “she is gone.” Gone where? Gone from 
my sight, that is all; she is just as large as when I saw her. The 
diminished size, and total loss of site is in me, not in her, and just 
at the moment when someone at my side says “She is gone,” 
there are others who are watching her coming, and other voices 
take up a glad shout, “There she comes!” And that is dying. 



Reading # 3: To be read by our group. We will make sure 
people are strategical- ly placed around the room- not just all at 
the front or back to help intersperse these thoughts and “rights”: 

“A Bill of Rights for Grieving Animal Lovers”  
by Marty Tousley, APRN, BC, FT 

It is Hereby Declared that Grieving Animal Lovers have the 
Right: 

�  
To feel the pain of grief when the bonds with our pets are 
broken. The bonds we have with our companion animals are 
deep and strong; the pain we feel when those bonds are broken is 
real and worthy of our grief. Aidalyn Cordisco 

To feel shocked and overwhelmed by the intensity of our 
grief. Since our an- imals’ life spans are so much shorter than our 
own, it is inevitable that eventually we will experience the loss of 
our beloved animal companions. The grief we feel at such times 
can be far more intense than we ever expected, no different from 
that of losing another special family member or cherished friend. 
Stacy Lynskey 

To understand our grief reactions, feelings and behaviors as 
normal. Grief is a natural, spontaneous response to the loss of a 
significant relationship. Dr. Mike Strickland (Dr. Strickland- please 
note we are substituting you here instead of Jeremy) 

To express our grief in our own unique way, within our own 
time frame. The course of grief is unpredictable and uneven, with 
no specific time frame. How we ex- press our grief will vary 
among individuals, but we all get through it in personally 
meaningful ways. Debbie Stewart 



To have our grief recognized by others as significant and 
legitimate. Since grieving over animals isn’t generally accepted in 
our society, we may feel uneasy or embarrassed, as if we have no 
right to feel or express our grief because our loss is not significant 
enough. But we’re not grieving “just an animal.” Since we’re the 
only ones who know how much our animals meant to us, when 
they’re gone we’re the only ones who can measure how very 
much we’ve lost. Marcia Keene 

To feel supported by others in our grief. When our companion 
animals die, there are no formal, public rituals where we can 
express and share our sorrow, talk about our loss and obtain the 
sympathy and support of others. At the very time when we need 
to be with others who understand, we feel isolated and alone. We 
need to find someone with whom we can openly acknowledge our 
feelings, express and work through our pain, and come to terms 
with our loss. Dr. Bill Tyrrell 

To honor the memory of our pets in whatever way we see fit. 
To memorialize our beloved companion animals is to honor and 
acknowledge the important role they played in our lives, to bring 
comfort to ourselves and to help us keep their love and presence 
in our hearts. Among other things, we can memorialize our pets 
by writing about them, making an album or a scrapbook, planting 
a living memorial in our garden, having a meaningful memorial 
service, funeral or ritual, or making a donation to a chari- table 
animal organization in our pet’s name. Pastor Tiffany 
Towberman... 

(with a segue in to a final prayer and send off for the guests) 


